Press Release: 27 October 2005

Bubble Bubble, bladder trouble:  it’s Hallo-wee-wee-n!

Is someone at work giving you evil stares?  You had an argument with your boyfriend?  Perhaps you just wish your mother-in-law would keep quiet?  Well, if you can stomach it, maybe the archives hold the answer… try your luck this Hallowe’en with a spell from Archive Awareness Campaign.

This charm dates from around 1700 and was uncovered at Cornwall Record Office:

…take about a pint of your own urine and make it almost scalding hot then Emptie it into a stone Jugg with a Narrow Mouth then put into it so much white salt as you can take up with the Thumb and two forefingers of your left hand and three new nails with their points downwards their points being first made very sharp, then stop the mouth of the Jugg very close with a piece of Tough Cley [clay] and bind a piece of Leather firm over the stop then put the Jugg into warm embers and keep him there 9 or 10 days and nights following so that it go not stark cold all that meantime day nor night And your private Enemies will Never after have any power upon you either in your Body or Goods so be it. 

Known as “witches’ bottles”, spells such as this one have been discovered in attics and wall cavities in buildings across the county.  This particular charm, created for Thamson Leverton to deflect the spells and curses of her enemies, comes from a small collection of deeds, leases and other family papers held at Cornwall Record Office.  It is just one example of the exciting finds waiting to be discovered in the 2000 archives across the UK.

Tamsin Mallett, principal archivist at Cornwall Record Office, said “This little charm is a lovely example of some of the wonderfully personal items held in archives.  Archives really are all about human life.  Thamson Leverton obviously wanted something to ward off her enemies and someone created this for her.  I wonder if it worked.”

Archive Awareness Campaign aims to promote archives across the UK and this autumn sees archives across the UK opening their doors to the public with al kinds of great events.  For more information on the campaign visit www.archiveawareness.com  

--- Ends ---

Notes to Editors:

· Archive Awareness Campaign is run by partners the National Council on Archives, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council and The National Archives.  For more information about Archive Awareness Campaign please visit www.archiveawareness.com or contact Lucy Fulton, Archive Awareness Campaign Officer Tel: 020 8392 5237 Email: lucy.fulton@nationalarchives.gov.uk
· The National Archives, Kew, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk has one of the largest archival collections in the world, spanning 1000 years of British history, from Domesday Book to newly released government papers. The free museum and research rooms are open to the public 6 days a week.

Over nine million records are available to view at Kew and some, including wills, First World War Army medal cards and Second World War Seamen’s medal records are also available online at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline 

· The Family Records Centre, Islington, which is jointly managed by The National Archives and the Office for National Statistics, holds the indexes (not the certificates themselves) for births, deaths and marriages for England and Wales from July 1837 and also copies of wills, before 1858, from the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) and some other church courts.
· Cornwall Record Office is part of Cornwall County Council.  The Record Office ensures that the archives relating to the people, places and organisations of Cornwall are preserved for the future and where possible, made available for consultation.  There are no restrictions on who can use the Record Office, although all users are expected to follow the search room rules. To ensure you have enough room to work comfortably, it is essential that you make an appointment to use the search room. Cornwall Record Office can be found at County Hall, Truro, TR1 3AY, telephone 01872 323127 and email cro@cornwall.gov.uk 
· The document reference is CRO reference X/268/83. 
