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LONDON METROPOLITAN ARCHIVES BRINGS SHOES TO LIFE 
 

Ever wanted to be a shoe designer? Interested in making your own shoes?  Want to 

see footwear of ‘stars’ from the 20th century? If you do, why not march on over to 

London Metropolitan Archives and get creative by designing shoes fit for the famous-

and the not so famous.    

As part of the Archive Awareness Campaign, London Metropolitan Archives will be 

holding a creative shoe making event inspired by patterns from the records of 

bootmaker's, Peal and Co. 1791-1965.     

This family fun day has been put together from the London Metropolitan Archives 

archive collection of Peal and Company Limited. The company produced bespoke 

footwear for 174 years between 1791 and 1965.  Their salesmen travelled all over the 

world making fabulous footwear for the likes of Fred Astaire and Steve McQueen.  

Other famous folk who had shoes made by them include Sir Charlie Chaplin, Humphrey 

Bogart, Lord Louis Mountbatten, Lady Spencer Churchill, Boris Karloff and the Duke of 

Westminster 

During the workshops, families will be introduced to the collection through a guessing 

game using the foot drawings from the collections. Then through a variety of activities 

they will learn about shoes and design and make their own footwear.  By studying the 

historical records they will get to understand the fascinating stories that make up the 

business archives.  

 A story teller will tell the tale of the ‘Elves and the Shoemakers’, and participants will 

get a chance to try a variety of footwear made by the Elves.   



Also as part of the activities on offer, people will be able to add ‘shoe words’ in any 

language to a large poster and play a game which teaches them about footwear through 

the ages. They will also design and make their own greetings card with a shoe theme. 

This will be followed by a shoe fashion parade and card exhibition.  

Maureen Roberts, City of London said: 

“The various activities mean that there is something for everyone.  Mums, dads, boys 

and girls can all participate and have fun as well as find out about the business archive 

and how the items in it were collected”. 

 
Archive Awareness Campaign Officer  said: 
 
“It’s fascinating making contact with original and authentic records that speaks across 

years. This event will enable people to see, touch and feel the original designs. It really 

brings to life the value of amazingly rich business archive”.  

 

Ends 
 

For further details, spokespeople or images on the Archive Awareness Campaign, 

please contact Angela Owusu  on 0208 392 5237 or email 

Angela.Owusu@nationalarchives.gov.uk 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
 

·  Someone else’s shoes takes place on 15 April 2009 
Venue:  London Metropolitan Archives, 40 Northampton Rd, London, EC1R 0HB  
Opening Hours:  2.00pm – 4.00pm. Free - booking required in advance. 
Website:  www.lma.gov.uk 
Email:  ask.lma@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
Tel:  020 7332 3820 
 

·  For further information or images please contact Maureen Roberts 
Maureen.Roberts@cityoflondon.gov.uk  
 

·  Archive Awareness is spearheaded by the National Council on Archives 
(www.ncaonline.org.uk) and funded by The National Archives 
(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk) and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council 
(www.mla.gov.uk).  
 



·  Archive Awareness Campaign www.archiveawareness.com is an ongoing 
celebration of all kinds of fascinating archive treasures. It celebrates and 
promotes local, national and business archives. Throughout the year archives 
across the country open their doors to showcase history, hold open days and 
present workshops to help the public discover a piece of their own history.  
 

 

 



 





 
 

 



 


