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LOVE MESSAGES AT EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE ARCHIVES 
 
If you’ve ever wanted to tell someone how much you love them, but never 

know quite how to say it, you might find inspiration this Valentine’s at the East 

Riding Archives & Local Studies Service.   

 

In the notebook of Margaret Elizabeth Whiteing, there are various poems 

which, amongst other subjects, refer to love, and also compassion for others.   

 

As part of the Archive Awareness Campaign, an ongoing celebration of 

archives and their treasures, Margaret’s notebook from 1909 is being 

highlighted to provide visitors with ideas for Valentine’s messages.  

 

Margaret (Madge) was born on in August 1887 and grew up in Woodlands, 

Beverley. Writing poetry enabled her to cope with life’s emotions.  One such 

poem “The Gift of Love”, reads:    

 
“It is in the loving not in being loved  
The heart is blest  
It is in the giving, not in seeking gifts 
We find our quests. 
 
Assurance that my strain hath cheered 
One soul if only one 
 And shed on the dark path if feared 
A passing glimps[e] of sun” 
 

 

 

 



 

Collections Officer, Sam Bartle  said:   

 

“Our records don’t show any evidence of Madge ever having a loved one, but 

this doesn’t mean that she never found her ‘Mr Right’.  It would be nice to 

think that she did find her soul mate.” 

 

Margaret eventually moved to Hengate, where at some point she concealed 

the notebook in a wall and plastered over it.  The notebook was rediscovered 

in 1986, but the reasons for the concealment remain a mystery.  Perhaps it 

was her way of preserving a precious possession. 

 

Margaret was not the only one in her family to have a talent for creative 

writing; her younger sister Mary was a child author, who wrote the book 

‘Topsy’ published in Beverley.  Tragically, Mary died aged fourteen, and 

Margaret's notebook unsurprisingly contains references to her sister and 

poetry about her grief.  

 

Margaret died on 26th January 1967 at 79 years.  With or without her true 

love, we may never know. 

 

Angela Owusu, Archive Awareness Campaign Officer  said: 

 

“If people are stuck for words to write to loved ones this valentine’s, they 

should visit their local archive; they may well find poetry to inspire them!  The 

Archive Awareness Campaign aims to bring history to life through documents, 

photographs, maps and treasures. Archives across the UK are opening their 

doors to the public so that people can search for fascinating stories such as 

this”.  

 

- Ends - 

 



For further details, spokespeople or images on Archive Awareness Campaign, 

please contact Angela Owusu  on 0208 392 5237 or email 

Angela.Owusu@nationalarchives.gov.uk 

 

Notes to Editors 

To read Margaret’s notebook, simply visit the Research Room at the Treasure 
House (near the library) on Champney Road, Beverley.  For more details, ring 
01482 392790. 
 

·  Archive Awareness is spearheaded by the National Council on Archives 
(www.ncaonline.org.uk) and funded by The National Archives 
(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk) and the Museums, Libraries and Archives 
Council (www.mla.gov.uk).  

·  Archive Awareness Campaign www.archiveawareness.com is an ongoing 
celebration of all kinds of fascinating archive treasures. It celebrates and 
promotes local and national archives. Throughout the year archives across 
the country open their doors to showcase history, hold open days and present 
workshops to help the public discover a piece of their own history.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 


